
BT:Cleanup at Smurfit-Stone Page 1 of 2 

1240687-R8 SDMS 

CLARK FORK 

C O A L I T I O N 

WE ARE 
CLEAN WATER 

Home 
About Us 

• Mission & History 
° Watershed Basics 
• QucSUfi 
• Our Board 
• Our Pflrtpsrs 

Protect 
• Mountain Water Sale 
• Aouatic Invasive Species 
• Llvino Near Water 
" Climate Action 

• In the Communitv 
• Low Flows. Hot Trout 
• ADAPT 

• Mining 
• Rock Creek Mine 
• Copper Cliff Mine 

• Quiet Waters 
Restore 

" Milltown Dam: Removal. Cleanup, and Restoration 
• Milltown Dam Cam Archive 

• Our Working Ranch 
• Abandoned Mines 

• Mike Horse Mine 
• Beai Mountain Mine 

' Clark Fork Superfund Cleanup 
• Healing Streams: On-the-Ground Restoration 
• Working With Water: Streamflow Restoration 

Engage 
' River Cleanup 
• Floats 
• Walks and Talks 
• Hands on the Ranch 
• Kids River EXPO 
• Conservation Leadership School 
• Volunteer 

Take Action 
• local Water - Local Ownership 
• Mike Horse Mine 
• Exempt Wells 
• RiverSmart Rx 

In the NPWS 

- TOP Stories 
• The River Blog 
° Latest Newsletter 
" Librarv 
• Press Releases 

Get InvQivpri 
• Join Our List 

• Jtolunieer 
" Events 
• Visit the River Store 
° Latest Newsletter 

Segrch 

Donate Now 
Secure donations through 

Network for Good 

Jo in our l ist . 
Read our blog 

PRI.'ir I EM.^.IL 

Share 
r lu sw»c jiiwiciiia. uionrou; sueani-siiiamintuuL^a, aim aiiaig iHiu.wigvMc. .-mt^^m^ai.-rz^—r'^m 

Home » Cleanup at Smurfit-Stone 

Cleanup at Smurfit-Stone 

Whaf s next for the Smurfit-Stone propertv? 

On May 4. 2011, An Illinois-based limi, Green Investments Group (GIGI). announced that it had purchased the shuttered 3,200-acre Smurfit property for $20 million, and would 
wortt to reconfigure the site in a way that complements other local industries, and meets the economic needs and interests of the community. 
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Cleanup at Smurf i t -Stone 

What's next for the Smurfit-Stone orooertv? 

On tvlay 4. 2011. An Illinois-based firm. Green Investments Group (GIGI). announced that it had purchased the shuttered 3,200-aCTe Smurfit property for $20 million, and would 
wori( to reconfigure the site in a way that complements other local industries, and meets the economic needs and interests of the community. 
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mill. The plant will 
with a chipper and 
near the river. 

But before redevelopment can take place, cleanup of contaminated areas also needs to happen. The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) took a hard look at Ihe Smurfit-Stone site in summer of 2011 and did preliminary sampling of soil and water. The results of this study - due in 
spring of 2012 - will determine the location and condition of contaminated areas on the property, and whether or not pollution is migrating off-site. 

There are many possible scenarios for the old industrial site. The mill closed down in January 2010 after operating for 53 years as a pulp and paper 
never again produce paper because of a non-compete agreement with Smurfit, so the paper-making infrastructure is being demolished and sold for scrap. Bul 
boiler still on site, there are other possibilities for light industry, and lots of acreage for a variety of uses, including restoration of wetlands and riparian habitat 

At the Clari! Forii Coalifion, we think one of the first things GIGI should investigate with respect to cleanup are the 900 
acres of wastewater ponds along the banks of the river (See photo at left courtesy of Peter Nielson with the Mrssou/a 
Water Quality District). These ponds potentially pose a huge threat to the Claris Fork, and the area should undergo a 
thorough evaluation. 

Some of the ponds actually sit over what was once the Clark Fork River channel. Old air photos from 1955, taken before 
the mill was built, show meandering traces of the river flowing through the area where some of the ponds now sit. Now, 
the only thing standing between these sludge ponds and the Claris Fork is a nanow bulldozed berm, called a levee. In 
1997. the levee withstood a 30-year flood- the biggest since the ponds were builtbut it's anyone's guess if they'd hold for a 
larger event. It's natural to wonder; if the levee breached, what would happen to the river? Without a thorough 
invesfigation of the wastewater ponds, it's hard to know what the consequences to the river might be if the levee 
breached 

I We also don't know what chemicals and pollutants the ponds might hold from the earty days of operations before Smurfit 
I bought the property. Before the wastewater treatment system came online at the mill in the late 1960's, ten years worth of 

wastewater was simply sluiced into the ponds beside the river. We know that over the years, the plant used a variety of petrochemicals- likely containing P C B s - for its operafion 
and maintenance, and we know that it used chlorine in its bleaching plant from the 1960's to 1990's, a bright red flag for the presence of dioxins. These compounds are persistent in 
soil, toxic lo people and wildlife, and accumulate in the food chain. In ottier words, this is material that we do not want to flush into the river. 

Given the age of Ihe Smurtit mill, and the fact that most other defunct paper mill sites have become state or federal Superfund sites, it's critical that we get an accurate sense of the 
environmental liability of this site. And, ultimately, it needs to be cleaned up to protect flsh and wildltfe along the river, and to protect all fijture endeavors on Ihe land, whether 
industrial, agricultural, recreational, or a mix of all of the above. 

For questions on Smurflt-Stone lands, please contact Science Director Chris Brick at chris@clart<fork,oro , 

Clari( Fort( Coalition - PO Box 7593 - Missoula, MT 59807 • 406.542,0539 
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